
 

NC General Statutes - Chapter 115C Article 9C 1 

Article 9C. 

Schools for Students with Visual and Hearing Impairments. 

§ 115C-150.11.  State Board of Education as governing agency. 

The State Board of Education shall be the sole governing agency for the Governor Morehead 

School for the Blind, the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf, and the North Carolina 

School for the Deaf. The Superintendent of Public Instruction through the Department of Public 

Instruction shall be responsible for the administration, including appointment of staff, and 

oversight of a school governed by this Article.  (2013-247, s. 2; 2016-126, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 16.) 
 

§ 115C-150.12.  Applicability of Chapter. 

Except as otherwise provided, the requirements of this Chapter shall apply to the schools 

governed by this Article.  (2013-247, s. 2.) 
 

§ 115C-150.13.  Rule making. 

(a) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules necessary for the Department of Public 

Instruction to implement this Article, including, at a minimum, rules to address eligibility for 

admission criteria. In determining rules for admission criteria, the State Board of Education shall 

take into account the following factors: 

(1) State and federal laws. 

(2) Optimal academic and communicative outcomes for the child. 

(3) Parental input and choice. 

(4) Recommendations in a child's Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

(b) Rules shall be adopted in accordance with Chapter 150B of the General Statutes.  

(2013-247, s. 2.) 
 

§ 115C-150.14.  Tuition and room and board. 

(a) Only children who are residents of North Carolina are entitled to free tuition and room 

and board at a school governed by this Article. 

(b) A school governed by this Article may enroll a foreign exchange student and shall 

charge the student the full, unsubsidized per capita cost of providing education at the school for 

the period of the student's attendance. A school that seeks to enroll foreign exchange students 

under this section shall submit a plan prior to enrolling any of those students to the State Board of 

Education for approval, including the proposed costs to be charged to the students for attendance 

and information on compliance with federal law requirements. For the purposes of this section, a 

foreign exchange student is a student who is domiciled in a foreign country and has come to the 

United States on a valid, eligible student visa. 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, foreign exchange students who have 

obtained the status of nonimmigrants pursuant to the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. § 

1101(a)(15)(F) may only be enrolled in a school governed by this Article in grades nine through 

12 for a maximum of 12 months at the school.  (2013-247, s. 2; 2016-94, s. 8.12(b).) 
 

§ 115C-150.15.  Reporting to residential schools on deaf and blind children. 



 

NC General Statutes - Chapter 115C Article 9C 2 

(a) Request for Consent. – Local superintendents shall require that the following request 

for written consent be presented to parents, guardians, or custodians of any hearing impaired or 

visually impaired children no later than October 1 of each school year: "North Carolina provides 

three public residential schools serving visually and hearing impaired students: the Governor 

Morehead School for the Blind, the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf, and the North 

Carolina School for the Deaf. Do you consent to the release of your contact information and 

information regarding your child and his or her impairment to these schools so that you can receive 

more information on services offered by those campuses? 

(b) Annual Report to Residential Schools. – Local superintendents shall report by 

November 30 each year the names and addresses of parents, guardians, or custodians of any 

hearing impaired or visually impaired children who have given written consent to the directors of 

the Governor Morehead School for the Blind, the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf, and 

the North Carolina School for the Deaf. The report shall include the type of disability of each child, 

including whether the hearing and visual impairments range from partial to total disability, and if 

the child has multiple disabilities with the visual or hearing impairment not identified as the 

primary disability of the student. The report shall also be made to the Department of Public 

Instruction. 

(c) Confidentiality of Records. – The directors of the Governor Morehead School for the 

Blind, the Eastern North Carolina School for the Deaf, and the North Carolina School for the Deaf 

shall treat any information reported to the schools by a local superintendent under subsection (b) 

of this section as confidential, except that a director or the director's designee may contact the 

parents, guardians, or custodians of any hearing impaired or visually impaired children whose 

information was included in the report. The information shall not be considered a public record 

under G.S. 132-1.  (2016-94, s. 8.12(a).) 
 


